
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 89-047

NPDES NO. CA0029S13

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

FASS METALS COMPANY
RICHMOND
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco
Bay Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Fass Metals Company, hereinafter called the discharger, by
application dated December 28,1988, has applied for issuance
of waste discharge requirements and a permit to discharge
waste under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES).

2. The discharger owns a former metals recycling facility located
at 818 west Gertrude Street in the city of Richmond, Contra
Costa county. The site is an essentially flat parcel, with the
site operations and the contaminated zone fully enclosed by
fencing. contamination of soil with PCBs and chlorobenzenes has
been confirmed. Due to the nature of the business at this site,
possible metals contamination in soil, groundwater and surface
water is a serious concern.

3. Prior to 1978 Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD)
sold electrical transformers containing mineral oil to Fass
Metals for recycling as scrap metal. The transformers were
transported to the site by Fass Metal. The transformers were
drained of oil at the site and oil was discharged or released
to the ground due to handling and recycling practices. Some
mineral oil transformers are now known to contain residual
traces of PCBs.

4. On October 15, 1981, elevated levels of PCBs were found in
soil and at the site.

S. On March 23, 1982, additional soil and transformer oil samples
were collected to verify the earlier results. PCBs were found
in all samples. High levels of PCBs were confirmed by
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